
remain unalterably com¬ 
mitted to the protection of 
unborn human life. The 
vast majority of Southern 
Baptists believe that a pre- 
bom baby is a distinct 
human lire, according to 
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Abortionists to press new President 

_._ . . . . * « .1 _ «_ r' _i— — . i ■ I- -—i abortion industry thinks i' 


WASHINGTON (BP and local reports) Southern Baptist Conven- 
— More than 60 abortion rights groups tion in Nashville, wrote the 
have rioted a 55-page report to President- president-elect on Novem- 
elect Barack Obama urging him to include ber 5, the day after 
abortkm coverage in any national health ton. Am on g the topicsm 
care plan and to help roll back dozens of Landes letter was abortion. 
,r, ._ . i _— Baotists 






care plan and to netp rou oac* aozens oi 
pro-life laws, including bans on taxpayer 
funding of abortion and partial-birth 
abortion in what one pro-life group says 
would amount to an "abortion bailout. 

The report, posted at Obama's official 
transition website Change.gov, is a sort of 
"wish list" by abortion groups for the 
incoming administration. Among its signa¬ 
tories are tire American Civil Liberties 
Union, National Abortion Rights Action 
League / Pro-Choice America, and Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America. 

The report is lengthy but begins with 15 
items tire groups propose that Obama pn- 
oritize in the first 100 days of his adminis¬ 
tration. The groups titled then report. 
Advancing Reproductive Rights and 
Health in a New Administration. 

Even though Obama's website makes it 
dear "the document was produced by an 
outside party and submitted' to tire Obama 
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are concerned. In part because pro-abortion 
gro u ps made up part of Obama’s election 
base and also because Obama himself is a 
staunch pro-abortionist who once told a 
tikemirvied audience he "will never bade 
down" in his support of abortion rights. 

Obama has also said that if either of his 
two daughters should become pregnant he 
would not "punish* them with a baby. 

Richard Land, president of the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission of tire 


(Ps. 51:5; Ps. 139-13-16; 

Jer. 1:5; Luke 1:41). 

"The euphemism of 
choice' or reproductive 
freedom' cannot disguise 
or justify killing a baby. 

Government has a proper 
role in protecting lives, 
including the lives of tire 
unborn. Southern Baptists, by national res¬ 
olutions, have opjjosed abortion^m 

rjfamote alternativc^such as adoption." 

Other pro-life groups have expressed 
concern about tire direction of abortion pol¬ 
icy under Obama. 

' *rrv ! J. * -i—» W-I- (wvdrn rtf 


abortion industry thinks it 
deserves a bailout from 
President-Elect Obama.” 

The Susan B. Anthony 
LLjt is encouraging pro-lif¬ 
ers to contact their senators 
through www.sba-list.org / 
abortionbailout and urge 
them to oppose taxpayer 
funding of abortion. The 
goal is to secure 41 votes to 
block any such legislation 


block any such legislation 
with a filibuster. 

The pro-abortion report 


net four years 
support for) 


on Congress to pass the 
Freedom of Choice Act, a 1 ill 
that would make abortion a 
"fundamental right" over¬ 
turn tire ban on partial-birth 
abortion and other pro-ife 
laws nationwide; and guar¬ 
antee that abortion remake legal even 2 <oe 
n Wade, tire 1973 US. Supreme Court ruling 
that legalized abortion nationwide thro igh 
\B nine montie of pregnancy, e overturn ed. 

Oh a ma was a sponsor of the bill is a 
senator and during his presidential run 
he pledged to sign it if elected. 

As far Obama's first 100 uays in office, the 


iev under Obama. j” 

^"President-elect Barack Obama spoke of . pro-abortion groups urge tire praadentHtiect 
finding 'common ground' on abortion policy, to sign executive orders and back legislation 
i_, _i_mmme fUaAv mm that would force American taxpayers to pay 


but abortion advocacy groups dearly see an 
open door;" Marjorie Dannenfeber; presnient 
of the pro-life Susan B. Anthony List said m a 
news release. "After a decade of common- 
sense restrictions on taxpayer funding, tire 
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n criticized by abortion groups 
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The Bush 
of doctors 
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(HHS) 
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patients' i 
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institutions^^ receive cer- 

lination. Recipients of such 
compliance witii laws safe- 
of health care providers- 

.result in the withholding of 




with the announcement 
who already had decried the 
after it was finally issued 
h administration chose to 
n and to take this parting shot 
»re patients' rights to receive tire 
information they deserve," 


Cecile Richards, president of Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America, said in a written statement. "From day one. this 
administration has made ideology and politics a priority over 
patients' rights and needs, and tins regulation » no different- 
planned Parenthood performs more abortions annual¬ 
ly than any other group m tire US., znd is tire recipient of 
hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funds. 

Doctors inside Sul outride HHS confirmed pro-life 
medical workers already are pressured to compromise 
their moral and religious beliefs. "Many health rare 
providers routinely face pressure to change their medical 
practice — often in direct apposition to their personal con¬ 
victions," HHS Assistant Secretary of Health Joxel Garcia 
said in a written release. "During 'ray practice a& an OB 
GYN, I witnessed this firsthand. Fortunately Congress 
enacted several laws to that end; but fop many are 
unaware these protections exist." 

The Christian Medical Association (CMA) reported 
41% of its members said in a survey they hadbeen pres 
sured to compromise Biblical or ethical convictions. 

"Medical students lave been reporting to us that they 
are deciding not to pursue careers m <*ste^»^dffime- 


f for rear 
‘resident* 


XiciVt UCvl < lrUUiUltfy W wo * 

irsue careers m obstetrics and g 
rcion to do abortions," CMA * 


en. statement, 
rut the new HI 


thatwould force American taxpayers to pay 
for abortions. Among their priorities, the 
groups ask that Obama, in the first 100 days: 

• work with Congress to repeal the 
Hyde Amendment, which prunibits 
Medicaid and other federal funds from 
paying for abortions. Medicaid funded 
about300,000 abortions in the year prior to 
die Hyde Amendment's enactment m 1976. 

• put forward a health care reform bill 
that covers a "full range of reproductive 
health services, including contraception, 
maternity care, and abortion care." - 

• more than double funding (from $300 
millio n to $700 million) for Title X, which 
pays Planned Parenthood, the nation's 
largest abortion provider. 

• indude in nis first budget one billion 
dollars for international family planning 
programs, including $65 million for the 
controversial U.N. Population Fund 
(UNFPA), which has been denied funding 
during the Bush administration based on 
the agency's support of China's coercive 
population-control policy. 

• defund abstinence-only programs 
backed by the Bush administration. 

• select judges and executive officials 
who believe in a "fundamental constitu¬ 
tional right to privacy, including the right 
to have an abortion." 

• rescind the Mexico City Policy that bars 
federal funds to organizations that promote 
or perform abortions in foreign countries. 

• include in his first budget at least 
$50 million "to promote comprehensive 
sex education in our schools and com¬ 
munities nationwide." 
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icther troubling year passes and the most dangerous arms rase in 
history, we face a new year human history picks up momentum, 
promises to be even more . Meanwhile, the evil one continues to 
than the last. At least, that's sow confusion and destruction wher- 
the news people and other ever he can, probing at our spiritual 

inted prognosticators are boundaries in search of weak spots- 

- and they're not completely and rest assured he will find them. - 
w year 2009 could very well What kind of world are we ieGiBg 
i one for many of us. behind for our children? _ 

opie have been untouched by Perhaps it's time for Christians to 

the current economic miserv. pause, at the beginning of mis new 
If it hasn't affected us person- year, to once again ponder the great- 
ally, we certainly know of ness of our God, the smallness of 
friends or relatives who have own being, and acknowledge His 
lost their jobs, their life sav- authority over all creation, 
ines, or both. Before 2009 is The late astronomer and scientist 
furnished, all erf us will likely Carl Sagan was the first to suggest to 
have been personally affected NASA mat the Vbyager 1 spac*rran, 
in some important way by the nearing the aid of its mission m 1990 
economic crisis we are facing, and on the verge of exiting the solar 
Meanwhile, five people we system, turn its camera back toward 
have elected to lead us are too earth. The result was a phenomenal 
often under indictment or view of our planet from the 
being convicted for betraying heliosheath, an area where the solar 
our trust while attempting to system ends and interstellar space 
enrich themselves;. Sadly, such begins, four billion miles from earth, 
behavior is not isolated to When die photograph, which took 
politicians. Too many of our 14 hours to reach t-rth at the speed of 
business, dvic, sports, and npir- light, was released by NASA's Visible 
itual leaders are failing us, too. Earth program/ observers marveled 
We have been told that our enemies at the sm 11 ness of the earth against 
are planning to test the mettle of our the vastness of space. We are, after all, 
new President, who is scheduled to be merely a pale blue dot, as Sagan 
sworn in to office in just a few days, coined the photograph, and without 
When and from what direction such our God, that is all we would ever be. 
an attack (or attacks) would occur are Thanks to Him, however, every 
not known, and it's not just our ene- hair on every head is numbered and 
mies from without who seek to do us known to Him. He who spoke me 
harm. We have enemies within, too. universe into existence is still on His 
Radical and unpredictable regimes throne, and He cares for each Of one 
either possess or seek to possess of us. He set the pale blue dot in 
nuclear, chemical, and biological place, and continues to watch over it. 
weapons, as well as he missiles to Without Hiuv. we are nothing 
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long, they are understandably 
reluctant to surrender the care 
of the denomination to others 
for good reason. Some have 
sacrificed their reputation, 
their livelihood, their own 
well-being for the good of the 
convention. For that, we must 
be ever grateful and of that 
we must be ever cognizant. 

If we waivt-bHnject theolog¬ 
ically sound and practical live¬ 
liness bade into pur meetings 
and our Convention, we must 
embrace the next generation of 
leaden. We need to identify 
and enlist (not reward) the up- 
and-coming leaders who will 
lead our denomination for the 
next 30 c* 40 years. We need to 
do so now white the giants of 
our recent past still walk the 
earth and can mentor their 
replacements. We must 
remember that the future of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention is not in the past. 

Let's close the generation 
gap now white we still can 
and walk hand-in-hand into 
the future. 


HXRLESTON, S.C. (BP) 
— I recently returned 


Guest Opinion 


Beck serves as an assistant pro¬ 
fessor of religion at Charleston 
Southern University, which is 
affiliated with the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention, in 
Charleston, 5,C 
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but abortion advocacy to sign executive orders ana back lefpsu 
groups dearly see an open that would force American taxpayers to 
door, Marjorie for abortions. Among their pnonfces, 

Dannenfelser, president of groups ask that Obama, m ithe first 100 d 
the pro-life bu«in B. • weak with Congress to repeal the F 
Anthony List said in a news Amendment, which prohibits Medicaid 
release. "After a decade of other federal fends fromJ»ymg for « 
common-sense restrictions tions. Medicaid funded about 300,000 a 


WASHINGTON (BP and ' 
local reports) — Mae than 
60 abortion rights groups 
have signed a 55-page report 
to President-elect Barack 
Obama urging him to 
include .abortion coverage in 
any national health care plan 
and to help roll back dozens 
CfS pro-life laws, including 
bans on taxpayer funding of 
abortion and partial-birth 
abortion in what one pro-life 
group says would amount to 
an abortion bailout." 

The report, posted at 
Obama s official transition 
website Change.gov, isa^ort 
of "wish list by abortion 
groups for the incoming 
administration. Among its 
signatories are the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 
National Abortion Rights 
Action League/Pro-Choice 


January 1, 
Vol. 133 
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aalisto secure 41 votes to dollars for international family planning 
lock any such legislation programs, including $65 million for the 
to a fiSbiSei! wnrioversial U.N. Population Fund 

The pro-abortion report (UNFPA), which has been doued funding 
pestsmatObamaduring during the Bush admmisteaticai based on 
signal public support" for the agency s support of Chinas coercive 
>88 to pass the Freedom of population-control policy.... , 
iat would make abortion a • defund abstinence-only programs 

it," overturn the ban on backed by the B^ adtaramstrabau 
on and other pro-life laws • select judges and execufcve officials 
guarantee that abortion who believe in a fundamental conshtu- 


BAPTISTS 


wiffi 15 


1 Parenthood performs more abortions annual- 
,1 other group in the US., and is the recipient of 
of millions of dollars in federal funds. 
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Doctors inside and outside HHS confirmed pro-lit.’ 
medical workers already are pressured to compromise 
their moral and religious beliefs. "Many health care 
providers routinely face pressure to change their medical 
practice — often in direct opposition to their personal con¬ 
victions," HHS Assistant Secretary of Health foxel Gama 
said in a written release. "During my practice as an OB- 
" firsthand. Fortunately, Congress 
^ed several' laws to that end, but too many are 
unaware these protections exist " 

The Christian Medical Association (CMA) reported 
41% of its members sakl in a survey they had been pres- 
omise Biblical or ethical convictions, 
dents have been reporting to us that they 

■„_aaatm m obstetrics and gyne- 

_of coercion to do abortions," CMA Senior 

lent Gene Rudd said in a written statement 
medical organizations opposing the new HHS 


of^ GYN, | witnessed this firtoan 

must verify their compliance with laws safe- <- nmta+inns p<ist 

te conscience rights ofhealth care providers unawarethese protections exist, 
impacts more San 580,000 hospitals, nursing 

jical schools, doctors' offices, and other reapi- _ 

ompliance could result in the withholding of 

grcutwTwerTptea^xTwith the announcement are deddtopot to pursue careers 
f rights advocates, who already had decried the CofogYforr 
dilation, lambasted it after it was finally issued. Vice Presid. 
shocked that die Bush administration chose to Among! 
nidnight regulation and to take this parting shot regulation 


lu tions, have opposed abortion on demand, 
and have called for pubUc policies wluch 
severely restrict abortion and which promote 
alternatives such as adoption' 

Other pro-life group have expressed con¬ 
cern about the direction of abortion policy 
under Obama. 

"President-elect Barack Obama spoke of 
finding ’common ground’ on abortion policy, 
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IMMANUH BAPTIST CHUtCH, 

Lowndes County, is accepting resumes 
for a full-time senior pastor. Please 
send resume to pastor search team, 
6142 Military Rd., Steens, MS 39766 
CdMit admmassistantPcableone.net 


1119 Mississippi Churches 
Can’t Be Wrong. 

More than 1100 churches throughout Mississippi put 
„ their faith in Wellington Associates for comprehensive 
insurance services including property, general, and spiscific 
liability, vehicle, workers compensation, and other coverages 


$t/UNC& CLASS,* N(W 
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Wellington guarantees a quality program, customized 
for your ministry, at the most competitive premium rates 

For references and more MnNI l/lWKrwtnn 
information, call Mike Brooks at IbVI AQcrvHmtx. 

601 - 420-0174 or 1 - 800 - 442 - 0290 . |Hj C 


____ business IkjukteiorR and msi estate. We 

JACKSON, <^| in lOdey", NkfcOadt, R.t. brrfcw, auc- 
i(Jtov«nentS tionm »1145 CaM 601 317-2536, 

and shto^e __ 
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WASHINGTON (BP and local pane! does not believe should be desig- 
reports) — A bipartisan U.S. panel has nated as CPCc but require close mom- 
recommended Iraq be returned to a taring. 

list of the world's worst violators of USCIRF, however, added Iraq to the 
religious liberty for the first time since ’ H atch list" in 2007 and warned it might 
an American-led invasion liberated recommend it as a CPC die next year, 
the Middle East country from Saddam Only five members of the nine-mem- 

Hussem’s rule in 2003.' her USCIRF voted to recommend Iraq as 

The U.S. Commission on a CPC, the commission said in its latest 
International Religious Freedom report. The other four commissioners, 
(USCIRF) announced Dec. 16 its recom- including Richard Land, president of 
mendaiion that the State Department the Ethics and -Religious Liberty 
should designate Iraq as one of its Commission of the Southern Baptist 
"countries ofparticular concern” (CPC), Convention in Nashville, voted against 
a category reserved for governments CPC designation in the belief that Iraq's^ 
that have "engaged in or tolerated par- failures do not meet the standards 
ticularly severe violations of religious required for CPC designation, 
freedom.” Among other reasons it gave, the 

Iraq should receive such a designa- minority contended the Iraqi govem- 
tion based on the "ongoing, severe abus- ment has a "serious lack of c apacity" to 
es Of religious freedom and the Iraqi deal with terrorist and insurgent actions 
government’s toleration of these abuses, against religious minorities, according 
particularly abuses against Iraq’s small- to the USCIRF report, 
est, most vulnerable religious minori- The minority agreed, however, the 
ties," USCIRF Chair Felice Gaer told Iraq government has not done what is 
reporters at a Capitol Hill news confer- required to combat tl e problem. The 
ence. "The lack of effective government four commissioners also approved of 
action to protect these communities foe policy recommendations made by 
from abuses has established Iraq among foe entire panel. 

foe most dangerous places on earth for "(Tjhere's no disagreement on this 
retjgkxiB minorities." # commission when it comes to foe seri- 

Tne lack of protection for these ous plight of religious minorities and 

-I ...LIaL lUoS r non nUitenrl " 


s for human remains at the Buratha Shiite 
E)G6 triple-homicide bombing foat killed 
Commission on International Religious 
tiddfe East country as one of the world's 
ahoto by Wafoiq Khuzaie/Getty Images) 


SAD DUTY — An Iraqi fireman t* 
mosque in Baghdad following an A 
85 people and wounded 160. The 
Freedom has characterized the war 
wo r st violators of religious freedom 


American troops are risking their lives. 
He said he believes Secretary erf State 
Condoleezza Rice "has failed. 

Religious minorities are in danger 
of extinction in Iraq, USCIRF said, tne 
Christian population of foe country 
has fallen from as many as 1.4 million 
Christians in 2003 to a total of 500,000- 
700,000. Nearly 90% of Sabean 
Mandaeuns have either left foe coun¬ 
try or been killed in foat time period. 
In addition to Yazidis, other minori¬ 
ties that have been repressed are 
Baha’is and Jews. 

Sabean Mandaeans follow the 
teachings of John the Baptist, while 
Yazidi rituals include worship of a 
fallen angel who repented. 

The USCIRF report on Iraq is avail¬ 
able at the commission’s website, 
www.uscirf.gov. 

Under- the 1998 International 
Religious Freedom Act, the commis¬ 
sion makes CPC recommendations to 
the State Department, which makes 
CPC . designations. The State 
Department has not issued a CPC list 
in more than two years. 

USCIRF advises the White House 
and Congress on religious liberty con¬ 
ditions overseas. The president selects 
three members of the panel, while 
congressional leaders name the other 
six. The State Department’s ambas¬ 
sador at large for international reli¬ 
gious freedom serves as a non-voting 
member of the panel. 


list," which is reserved for regimes foe 


is followers 
l insurgents 


iia. will purchase and distribute lentils and 
three districts of Orissa, Horton said, 
be supplied as needed to foe families, 
ip with Indian believers is essential to 
i«e foe presence of outsiders could rein- 
tption among Hindus that foreign 
xercising inappropriate influence over 


Four men, one of them "a harden 
foe swaroi’s murder in early Deoeml 
The Christians receiving the 
operated by the government, pc 
groups. Even m the camps, the 
subject to extremist attacks. Mo 
released from the Southern Bay 
and general relief funds to distr 
basic food items to 2,135 familii 
about 12,810 people, said Frara 
wife Angie directs wf>rk an Ce 


missionaries manipulate locals 
duism have helped drive the 
to news reports. Without the 
ners, getting relief supplies to 
ssible. Horton said. 


his assistance of natsona 
for the camps might not 
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1. Webb Church, Webb 


I SSfnKlii 

. new uioicfl 


Wilson as deacon. Shov 
are pastor Mark Morgan, 
Wilson, wife Connie, and 
daughter Cassie. 

L WiUiamsville Chui-rh, 
Kosciusko, recently hon¬ 
ored Joy Home for her 
years of service in the 
church nursery. Shown are 
Cindy Smith, left, and 
Home. 


5. Children, Concord Church, Booneville 


2. Smith and Home 


■■ tk Sfe: 


New Home Church, 
Fulton, held a baby dedica¬ 
tion Dec 21. Shown, from 
left are Penni and Jimmy 
Dale Sartin with Lexi Beth; 
and Kevin and Jill Kinney 
with Lily Bess. 


Strong hope Church, 

Wesson, ordained Heath 
Gerald to the gospel min¬ 
istry Nov. 30. Shown are 
Ferguson and Robin Risher. 


. 


The mission friends and 
children's missions of 
Concord :Church, 
Booneville, participated in 
foe Christmas in August 
mission project, collecting 
school supplies fra- mission¬ 
ary Michael Daily of the 
Miami, Fla., Baptist 
Association. Shown are foe 
participants, i - 


6. Team Kids and Team Youth, New Montpelier Church 


The Team Kids and Team 
Youth of New Montpelier 
Church, Woodland, enter¬ 
tained at the Christmas 
party of Babcock and 
Wilcox, a local industry in 
West Point. Shown are foe 
participants. 
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Visit us online: 
wwwambcb.org 
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1. WllUam Carey 

University has earned a 
Level 5 status, up from 
its previous Level 4, 


Your Life Maltc 


Church, Conference Room, School 
Equipment sates, service and installation 


B irr* it m) zvyzxzm i 


tion of Colleges 
and Schools. This dis¬ 
tinction means that 
WCU can now grant 
doctoral degrees. 


Trooper Hales PO Box 1575 Pti 601-923-9947 
i urfio He com Cttdon, MS 39060 Fax 601 -924-28®) 


The coolest way to catch the latest health information: 
Podcasts from Baptist for Women Co online to 
www.mbhs org/insideout or search on iTunej, 
for ‘Women's Health Inside Out." 


800.948 6262 • 1225 North Ststt Street, Jackson. MS 
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Bible Studies for 


Psalm 19:1-14 


Do you make New Year's 
resolutions? I take time each 
week to review the days of that 
week, each month to evaluate 
the weeks of that month, and 
each year to appraise the 
months of that year. Then I set 
goals for the upcoming year. 
Some folks would find that pro¬ 
cedure stifling, but it helps me 
stay on task rather than be mas¬ 
tered by the shifting sands of 
emotion or the changing tides 
of daily circumstances. 

As much help as! find from 
reflection and goal-setting, there 
is something mat changes me 
much more—the Holy Spirit 
speaking to my heart. What 
about you? Does the Spirit work 
through Scripture, circum¬ 
stances, conviction, and an inner 
voice to transform and motivate 


scientists have become 
Christians as a result of 
their investigations. 
With ultra-powerful 


you? Psalm 19 gives us 
a framework for a fresh 

fmp **Z*» a *s*y •— 

(Psalm 19:1-6) univ 

Think of the last, beautiful awa 
sunset you saw, God paints the dent 
sky just so we am enjoy it and A 
reflect cm Him. Who can deny natt 
that both the orderliness and the 
the beauty of creation reflect Cre; 
Hisglory? com 

God's witness in nature is am- we 
tinuous. Verse 2 points to the sun God 
aid the stars with the words, enjo 
"day by day" and "night by 
night" (NAS of God's witness in 
nature is abundant as it "pours It 
forth speech" (v. 2, NASB). God's only 
witness in nature is universal. Him 
Verse 3 indicates the message of Dav 
His glory is revealed m nature ject 
through sight rather than sound, natu 
General revelation tells us Seri] 
much about our creator. Many nam 


Explore the Bible PI 

What is Your Goal in Life? 

IThesaalonians 4:1-12 

By Joyce C. Rogers Thy were to (1) live a I 

life worthy of the Lord, I 

This lesson challenges us to (2) to please Him in 
live up to Christ's standard of every way, (3) to bear R 
behavior. Paul wrote-to the fruit in every good 
Thessalonians to remind them work, (4) to grow in the 
that their new life in Christ knowledge of God, (5) to have 
demanded new attitudes, par- great endurance and patience, 
ticularly regarding immorali- (6) and to joyfully give thanks 
tv. The society in whkh they to the Father. These are lofty 
lived not only worshiped goals indeed, but with the 
idols, but prostitution was help of the Holy Spirit, why 
accepted and legal. not strive for the highest? 

Principles to Follow Purity to Practice 

life can he drought of as a Believers are sanctified, 
journey. Paul had instructed made holy, set apart by God 
the new believers how they when they are saved. 


the new believers how they 
must walk to please God. He 
urged them to continue what 
they were doing and to strive 
toward pleasing God more 
and more. 

Becoming a Christian 
meant radical changes for the 
Thessalonians. Paul wanted 
to encourage them. 

In another of Paul's letters, 
Cokmsians, (chapter 1), he list¬ 
ed goals of the Christian life. 


when they are saved. 
Believers are not perfect and 
will not become perfect, but 
we have that standing with 
God (justification) because of 
Jesus' sacrifice and grace. 

We are to possess our own 
"vessel in sanctification and 
honor" (I Thess. 4.4 HCSB). 
"Vessel" may refer to the 
physical body or, some say, 
’'vessel" refers to a wife. Born 
applications are true. Our 


found that the atom 
with its sub-atomic par- 
tides is ordered to an 
extent that could never 
happen by chance 
Likewise, super tek- 
scopes have revealed the 
universe as a whole is ordered in 
a way unachievable by mere acci¬ 
dent. 

Although we can learn from 
nature, we are not to worship 
the creation instead of the 
Creator. We are not satisfied 
completely tm earth because 
we were not made for earth. 
God made us to worship and 
enjoy Him forever. 

Lock hi the Sc rip t ure s 
(Psalm 19:7-11) 

It is not enough to know God 
only as Creator. V\fe must know 
Him as Savior. That is why King 
David abruptly changed the sub¬ 
ject from general revelation in 
nature to special revelation in 
Scripture. He called God by his 
name, "El" in verse 1 but by His 

■ bodies are "a temple 
of the Holy Spirit" (I 
Cor. 6:19 NIV). The 
husband-wife rela¬ 
tionship is also to be 
respected,- "hon¬ 
ourable in all" 
(Hebrews 13:4 KJV). 
Those who reject this 
teaching should 
Rogers know that it comes 
from God, not’man. 
Believers are to check and 
subdue any evil habits they 
may have had before they 
became believers. At the same 
time they are to cultivate p >s- 
itive principles of holiness. It 
is not enough to abstain from 
wrong, but also to do right. 
As the saying goes, 

"A person may be good, 
but good for what?" 

Pagan religions regarded 
sexual freedom and promiscu¬ 
ous practices as normal and 
natural. Today's society is 
really pushing to make any 
kind of sexual behavior 
acceptable. Their twist is that 
those who don't accept that 
view are "haters." 

Love to Exhibit 
Paul said that the 
Thessalonians had been 
"taught by God to love one 


highest ami holiest name, 
"Yahweh," beginning in verse 7. 

The Mite is flawless. We enn 
trust it (vs 7a, 9b). The Bible is 
desirable. Its taste is sweeter than 
honey (v. 10). Can you count the 
times God has restored your soul 
and added joy to y our life as you 
poured over His Word? (vs. 7a, 
. 8a). The Bible is instructive. You 
can find God's wisdom in its 
pages (vs. 7b, 8b). 

A poet said it this way: 

"Lord, take me back 
1b the old landmark. 

Where I made a new commitment 
And began a fresh start," 

Help me find my direction, 

Place a burden on my heart. 

Lord, take me bade 
To the old landmark" 

That old landmark is foe Word 
of God. In it we gain God's fresh 




Look in Your heart 
(Psalm 19:12-14) 

David mentions himself in 
verse 11. He discovered the dual 
purpose of the law, to reveal sin 
and to promote holiness. That 
led him to pray for deansing 
from hidden faults (verse 12) 
which he had committed and 

another" (I Thess. 4:9b HCSB). 
These new believers were 
doing well in this area and 
were to be complimented and 
encouraged. The news of the 
gospel and the faith of the 
Thessalonians had spread. 
Their brotherly love readied 
out to "all the brothers in the 
entire region of Macedonia" (I 
Thess 4:10b HCSB). In those 
days of persecution, love for 
the brothers would stand out 
in sharp contrast. How 
affirming these expressions 
must have been. 

„ God has many ways to 
teach man. God created man 
with a conscience. God also 
makes Himself known 
through nature. His creation 
(see Romans 1:20 HCSB). 

I wonder how this brotherly 
love was expressed. Was it 
through hospitality to visitors, 
letters of encouragement or 
maybe offerings for tire poor? 

Lifestyle to Have 
The lifestyle qualities listed 
in verses 10-12 of our passage 
provide us with another 
model. We are to "lead a 
quiet life, to mind our own 
business, to work with our 
own hands." 

Believers should not be 


also from willful sins (verse 13). 

Psalm 19 ends with a verse 
every Christian should memo¬ 
rize. David taught us to pray 
that our words and our medita¬ 
tions would be acceptable in 

God's sight- 

While at first glance it may 
not seem that Psalm 19 is relat¬ 
ed to gaining perspective for a 
new start it truly does. God's 
revelation in nature, in 
Scripture, and in our hearts pro¬ 
vides tire framework and impe¬ 
tus for a new beginning. 

The magi of Matthew 2 are 
wonderful examples of this les¬ 
son. They searched for Jesus 
because they had seen a star that 
indicated He had been bom. 
However; when they arrived in 
Israel, they had to ask His exact 
location. The priests found the 
answer in the Scriptures (Micah 
52). Creation can lead us to con¬ 
clude that God is; however only 
Scripture can lead us to Him. The 
light of nature led the magi to the 
• tight of the Vlford which led them 
to tire Light of tire World. 
— 

Patterson is .pastor of First 
Church, Richland 

busybodies, interfering jn oth¬ 
ers' affairs, or lazy. Sinful liv- 
ing will have its consequences. 

Respect in the community 
is important. Outsiders 
should be able to see these — 
good qualities exhibited. 
Then the outsiders can see 
something different and desir¬ 
able in the believers. Their 
Christian witness is enhanced 
before they say a word. 

Paul set the example in all 
these qualities, especially in 
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was determined not to be a 
burden to anyone. Believers 
do well to work to take care of 
their own needs, as well as the 
needs of their families. It is a 
blessing to be able to give to 
the poor and to support 
worthwhile causes. 

We please God when we are 
honest, hard working and lov¬ 
ing, especially to our fellow 
believers. Sexual immorality 
should not even be an issue 
among Christians. 

How would each of Ms 
evaluate our lives by these 
standards? What is your goal 
in life? 


Rogers is a member of Main 
Street Church, Hattiesburg; 
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Guidelines for submitting news and photographs 


The Baptist Record is pleased to publish 
news and photographs of special 
that taka ptaca to cooperating churchy of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention 

Mews submitted for publication in The 
Baptist Record must be richer (a) typewrit¬ 
ten. (b) neatly printed on 8 1/2 by M-inch 
paper, or (c) neatly printed on standardized 
forms provided by foe newspaper. AM arti¬ 
cles must be received in writing; no articles 
wifi be accepted over foe telephone 

News may be submitted electronically 
to foe address below, and must be con¬ 
tained in foe message segment of an e- 
mall form. Due to Increasing virus forests, 
no text attachments will be accepted. 
Photograph attachments are permissible. 


: ,v 


Please make articles concise Include 
the who, what, when, where details of 

the story, along with a contact person’s 
address and telephone number. 

Photographs may be color or black and 
white, instant photos and dfoital printouts are 

"not reproducible. Digital photos may be used 8 


submitted as a JPEG Be via eMber (a) e-mail, 
(b) foree-and-a-half inch floppy (Ssk, or (c) CD 
Photos must be dear, sharp, and weft-fighted. 
Cal phone photographs and ofoer low reeulu- 
Iton items are generally not pubSshable 
Photogr ap hs cm not be returned. Please 
do not a t tach photos with tape or staples. 


Al news Rente are subject to edring, and 
a* photographs are s ubject to cropring. 
Photographs must depict people No land¬ 
scape-, bulking-, or object-only photographs 
will be printed. News Rems and/or pho¬ 
tographs can be published one time only 
News Rems and/or photographs depicting 
benefits and activities tor secular or outside 
organizations wilt not be published. Deadline 
for submitting news is one week prior to 
requested ptfo8ca.ion date 

Articles that are not date-sensitive will 
be published on a space-available basis. 

Submit news and photographs to The 
Baptist Record. P.O. Box 530, Jackson, MS 
39205-0530. FAX: (601) 292-3330. E-mail: 
bapfeRrecordrimbcb.org. 































Cooperative Program Objectives 


Description of the Cooperative Program 
that best reflects view of churches 
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General opinion of 
the Cooperative Pro 


America and around the world. 

More than half strongly 
agreed it is important for the 
CP to educate ami equip pas¬ 
tors, missionaries and ministry 
leaders; to address social, moral 
and ethical concerns; and to 
support state convention mis¬ 
sions and ministries. 

"Clearly, pastors believe 
the Cooperative Program if 
valuable for more than two 
reasons, but supporting mis¬ 
sionaries and church planting 
, are the most widely afnhnea 
LIf) as essential," said Ed Stetzer, 
director of LifeWay Research. 
"Since many churches equate 
- 'missions' with the 

f Cooperative Program, we 

should not be surprised that 
'missionaries' are at the top of 
the agenda for pastors." 

1 Pastors indicated that the 

* most important benefit of die 

Cooperative Program is that it 
"allows my church to support 
more missions endeavors effi¬ 
ciently than we could cm our 
own. Seventy-six percent of 
pastors strongly agreed that 
this is an important benefit 
and a nearly identical 74 % 
strongly agreed that this cur- 
I. rently describes the CP. 

In sharp contrast to the 
strong overall vi&w of the CP 
~ - : and agreement upon its objec¬ 
tives were p as tors’ assess¬ 
ment of how efficiently con¬ 
tributions are used. While 65 
% of pastors strongly agreed 
it is important for SBC entities 
supported by the Cooperative 
Program to use the contribu- 
lions efficiently, only half that 
gjf number (34%) strongly agree 

• efficiency is present today. 

mhs Similarly, 63 % of pastors 

__strongly agreed that efficient 


use of funds by state conven¬ 
tion entities is important but 
only 32% strongly agreed this is 
the case today. 

"Although the vast maiori- 

S r have a positive view of the 
ooperative Program and a 


noticeable drop between 
those who 'strongly agree' 
that it is important the 
Cooperative Program be effi¬ 
cient and those who strongly 
agree' it actually is efficient, 
Stetzer explained. 

Views of die current alloca¬ 
tion of funds also fell short of 
the importance pastors place 
on it. Fifty-four percent of pas¬ 
tors strongly agreed the 
appropriate division of 
Cooperative Program funds 
between state conventions and 
die SBC is important. Thirty- 
one. percent of pastors strong¬ 
ly agreed funds are divided 
appropriately between state 
conventions and the SBC. 

A larger majority of pastors 
(62%) strongly agreed that it is 


important for the Cooperative 
Program to allocate contribu¬ 
tions . appropriately among 
state, national, and global 
ministries, missions, ana enti¬ 
ties. Only 38 % strongly 
agreed the current allocation 
is appropriate among state, 
national and global min¬ 
istries/ missions, and entities. 

Despite indicating room for 
improvement in efficiency and 
exact allocations, more than 
two-thirds of pastors strongly 
agreed that the CP currently 
"supports SBC entities, min¬ 
istries, and missions that my 
church values.* 

Two-thirds of the pastors - 
surveyed said they have pro¬ 
moted the Cooperative 
Program in their churches 
during the past year. Other 
frequent activities to empha¬ 
size missions giving include 
budgeting a percentage of 
offerings for missions (62%); 
promoting once-ayear offei 
tngs for SBC entities (73% 
and providing ofrerin 
envelopes that allow designa< 
ed giving fer missions (67%) 
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